
Cover Crop Mini Grant Program 

Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District's Cover Crop 
Mini Grant Program connected 15 participants to over $75,000 in fund-
ing for the 2024/ 2025 season. With nearly 1,000 acres of agricultural 
protection, new and returning participants who completed 2 years of 
cover crop rotations received grant awards totaling $80 per acre while 
contributing to county wide conservation goals. Soil and Water staff 
provides technical assistance and offers cover crop reimbursements to 
promote soil health by minimizing erosion, suppressing weeds, and 
reducing herbicide usage.  

Buffer Initiative Program 

This past Spring, District staff worked  on 51 buffer 

projects. In total, 1350  trees/shrubs were provided 

to landowners, farms and municipalities  through-

out Dutchess County.  We provide this amazing 

program to help stabilize stream banks, reduce 

flood impacts, control erosion,  and enhance habi-

tat for wildlife and pollinators. If you are interested 

in learning more about our buffer initiative pro-

gram, please contact our office to speak to one of 

our technicians.  

Summer 2026 Newsletter 

Come visit us at the Dutchess County Fair! 

August 25th—30th, DCSWCD will have an exhibit set up in the 

Horticulture building. This year we will displaying some of the 

tress and shrubs we offer at our annual seedling sale. We will 

also be demonstrating our stream table again and as always, 

we’ll be there to answer all your questions. We look forward to 

seeing you at this amazing event! 



Meet Our Summer Intern: Casey SeGraves 

Casey SeGraves is an Applied Food Studies student from the Culinary Institute of America. During his time with us, 

Casey explored the vital connection between sustainable communities, responsible agriculture, and healthy ecosys-

tems. He was able to contribute to, and take part in, Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District’s Buffer 

Projects, AEM program, Newsletter, and Stream Table Demonstrations.  

When asked about his experience, he replied, “I’ve had the rare opportunity to look within conservation services at 

the ground level to really see what it takes to bridge the connection between conservation practices, agricultural pro-

fessionals, and the public they serve. Working with everyone from the district technicians to the farm operators has 

provided valuable insight into how we best steward the soil, water, and habitat that provides us with the nutrition we 

all need.” 

Casey’s appreciation for responsible resource management and riparian restoration and preservation created the per-

fect opportunity to bring in a unique perspective that connects environmental conservation with the future of food. 

His goal after graduation this August is to continue research and advocacy that encourages and endorses the essential 

foundations of ecological preservation and restoration within food production at the policy level for Local, State and 

Federal programming. 

Community Outreach 

DCSWCD has been super busy at schools, camps, and within the community 

teaching about streams, erosion, and soil health with our stream table and 

our rainfall simulator. Our technicians provided stream table demonstrations 

to 265 students at Hagan Elementary School this past June.  They also provid-

ed erosion and soils health simulations to about 300 school aged kids at two 

summers camps for the Town of Washington and the Town of Red Hook. Ad-

ditionally, you may have seen us in the community  tabling at local  commu-

nity events. The stream table and rainfall simulator are available to come to 

your next event or classroom, at no cost. Contact us to schedule your next 

hands on learning experience. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Welcome Our New Board Member: Murray Johnson 
 

Murray Johnson joined our District Board of Directors in March 2026, where she serves as Vice-Chair to our board. 
Murray is a 27 year resident of Beekman in Dutchess County.  She retired from IBM after 38 years working in Califor-

nia, Texas, Massachusetts and finally in New York. She is interested in the environment, history, music  and gardening.  
Besides on-line history and art classes, walking tours and True Crime, she collects cats.  The District is excited to  have 

Murray on our Board and we look forward to working with her. Welcome Murray! 

Seedling Sale success  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 2026 bareroot tree and shrub sale this past April. Together, we 

planted over 8,950 trees, shrubs and ground cover plants and provided 45 habitat houses.  Habitat houses are still 

available! Should you be interested in giving bats, American Kestrels and Screech Owls, wood ducks, or blue birds a 

home, please contact us. Be on the lookout for next year’s sale, announced in next January’s newsletter!  


