Conservation News
A note from the Executive Director
Once again another successful year has come to a close. The District continues
to make efforts to preserve the health and efficacy of natural resources in beautiful
Dutchess County. This year the District has completed over fifty site assessments for
landowners and municipalities, three hundred habitat assessments, thirty-five
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source assessments, and completed one hundred and ninety– one soil group worksheets
for agricultural producers and landowners. Seven new dry hydrants were installed, and
agricultural technical assistance was provided to over twenty five new or prospective
Executive Direcagricultural landowners and operators.
tor
The District facilitated several outreach and education projects this quarter.
This Fall the District hosted two DEC regulated Contractor’s Erosion and Sediment
Control Trainings for those needing certification under State Law. Please check our website for announcement of Spring training dates. October 5th, DCSWCD partnered with
Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County, MS4 Coordination Committee and
The Environmental Cooperative at the Vassar Barns to facilitate a Green Infrastructure
Forum and Bus Tour. Participants in the bus tour visited several sites in Poughkeepsie
and LaGrange that are examples of successfully installed green infrastructure practices.
On October 18th, the Lower Hudson Coalition of Conservation Districts (LHCCD)
facilitated their annual Storm Water Conference in Beacon, NY. The Conference targeting Municipalities and Design Specialists included such seminars as Community Resiliency and Green Infrastructure best practices. Vendors from across our region joined for
a Trade Show, displaying various materials and practices for managing storm water runoff.
The District concluded its year by partnering with 13 separate Townships,
Dutchess County and the MS4 Coordination Committee to utilize resources granted
through the Environmental Protection Fund to provide pollution prevention spill kits.
These spill kits are available as first measures should hazardous liquids be spilled, such as
gasoline or motor oil, and will prevent them from leaching into ground water or reaching
surface waters.
As always, the District will be hosting its annual Seedling Sale this April, so look
for the link to our new sale site listed on our website and in this newsletter. The District
continues to be a resource to landowners and municipalities in Dutchess County and we
look forward to advising and assisting you with any questions you may have.
Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year,
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Agriculture Assessment Soil Group Worksheets
The District would like to remind eligible landowners that Soil Group Worksheets requests are
currently being collected for the 2018 tax season. Please submit by February 15th. A fee of $40.00
per parcel is due at time of request. Cash or Checks made out to DCSWCD should be sent in at
time of request. Click here to be directed to our website for further information. Request forms can
be found on the website, and are available in the office. Our office hours are 8am– 4:30 pm M-F.

Dutchess County Soil & Water Conservation
District
Annual Seedling Sale!
April 20th & 21st, 2018
The District is pleased to once again bring you our annual
seedling sale! As a non- profit conservation service
agency, our primary goal each year is to provide native species of tree and shrubs to
Dutchess County landowners at low cost. In 2017, we sold over 11,500 individual
plants, 51 habitat and nesting boxes and enough wildflower seeds to establish over
2.5 acres of pollinator habitat !
Why are these plants and boxes so important to our environment? Each year, land
development and natural causes change our landscapes, damaging habitats and creating land disturbances. By planting trees and shrubs, we create new habitat space for
birds and animals to forage for food and hide from predators. Planting a hedgerow in
your yard is a natural alternative to manufactured fencing. It also provides protection
from wind and privacy! The seedlings are also essential for stream bank stabilization
and for minimizing erosion on steep slopes from the effects of rainwater runoff.
Their root systems bind the soil and help uptake excess water. Of course our wildlife
nesting boxes provide safe shelter for bats, bluebirds, owls, kestrels and wood duck,!
If you are interested in participating in our conservation efforts, please click here for
a printable order form. Mail your completed form and check to the address on the
last page of this newsletter!

NEW!

This year we have a new website to place and pay for your order without mailing us a paper
order form

Click here to be routed to our online website
and pay through your PayPal account.
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District in the Community
Town of LaGrange Rain Garden
This fall, DCSWCD had the opportunity to work with the Town of Lagrange to
determine the best way to manage storm water runoff from the new parking lot at the
Town Hall. DCSWCD technicians conducted a brief survey to determine the area and
grade of the parking lot. This information helped calculate the approximate amount of
storm water that could run off the parking lot during an average rain event. Using the
average rainfall number and the slope data collected, District Technicians were able to
design several treatment structure alternatives.
The Town and District decided a raingarden would be the best solution for
funneling and collecting the runoff water. The garden was designed by the District and
excavated by the Town of LaGrange Highway Department. The rain garden has the
capacity to handle more than double the amount of storm water predicted in an
average rain event. The rain garden features an array of native plants that will help filter
incoming storm water as well as provide habitat for pollinators. After installing the rain
garden, the District returned to the site to hydroseed and stabilize the disturbed soil.
The process spreads, mulches and secures native grass seed simultaneously, providing an
efficient alternative to straw mulching. Be sure to check out the new LaGrange Town
Hall parking lot and rain garden this spring!

The garden is planted with over 60 native plants with local mulch helping to protect their roots!
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A Focus on Dry Hydrants
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Dry hydrants are a preventative system installed to
allow fire companies access to a water source in rural
areas. Firefighting in rural areas can be costly and time
consuming with out proper access to water. Locating
and establishing access to a water source during an
emergency wastes manpower and time needed for
gaining control over a fire. An installed underground
fixed pipe, also known as a dry hydrant, allows one
firefighter to hook up a pumper truck to either fill
trucks or provide a direct line to a fire.
The District assists landowners and installation
crews by designing site specific dry hydrant systems.
District technicians will perform site inspections,
survey, calculate for flow capacity, and determine
necessary permitting for water body disturbances.
Interested Technicians will also be available as construction progresses to guide contractor through assembly and installation.
Landowners, local contractors and fire companies are
encouraged to contact the District for design and implementation assistance.

Dutchess County participates in the New York Grown and Certified Program
The New York State Grown and Certified Program is the first food certification program of its kind
in the state to help bolster consumer faith in locally grown products. The program allows farmers to
capitalize on the growing demand for high quality local produce and products. To participate in the
program, contact the Office to speak with an AEM technician. Local
producers are required to complete their Tier 1 and Tier 2 Assessments to be eligible for participation in the program. Contact the
Cornell Cooperative extension (845.677.8223) for more information
on participation in the GAP program, a requirement for certification.
The program is designed to assist Fruit and Vegetable Growers;
Cooperatives; Beef, Christmas Trees; Egg Producers; Pork and much
more. Visit the state website http://certified.ny.gov/ for more
Information about the program

AEM Program (Agricultural Environment Management) in Dutchess County
AEM or Agricultural Environment Management is a voluntary program designed to educate and encourage
farmers to make decisions based on smart business practices and scientific information. Soil and Water
Conservation Districts are charged with the management of the programs within each county. The AEM
program helps farmers protect the natural resources on their land. Farmers work with the AEM technician
to document the steps they shouldtake to improve their practices and analyze the results.
The AEM Five-Tier Approach Helps to Develop a Comprehensive Farm Plan
Tier 1 begins with an AEM Technician meeting with a farmer on the property to gauge interest in the program, find out what their current activities are, their concerns and future plans.

Tier 2 is visiting the farm and inventorying the current farm practices against Best Management Practices
set forth by the USDA, AG and Markets, and Cornell Cooperative Extension. Each practice is assessed and
areas of concern for the farm and environment are prioritized.
Tier 3 is the development of an individualized conservation plan made to set obtainable goals to reduce
and remove environmental concerns. Examples are planning crop field rotations, assessing field nutrient
needs, grazing rotations, manure management, runoff issues, drainage issues, barnyard problems and much
more.
Tier 4 is the implementation of best management practices as outline in the plan, helping the farmer utilize
financial, technical and educational resources to achieve the goals outlined in their conservation plan.

Tier 5 is a follow up after implementation to see how things are progressing and to move into new practices as needed. Farm plans are liquid– changing with growth, reduction and diversification of a farm.
Everyone is eligible for the AEM service plans from small backyard operations to very large operations.
Those new to farming will benefit immediately with a plan geared towards Best Management Practices.
There are no restrictions on working with farm owners versus farm operators. For your free farm evaluation including any concerns or questions, please contact the District Office and ask to speak with the AEM
Technician. Please keep an eye out for free upcoming education sessions we will be offering this year.

AEM participating farm showing example of rotational grazing.
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Board Meeting Schedule
The Dutchess County Soil and Water
Conservation District holds monthly Board of Director’s
Meetings on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm.
We encourage you to attend!
Next Meetings:
January 17th, 2018
February 21, 2018
March 21, 2018

About the Dutchess County Soil & Water Conservation District
What We Do
The Dutchess County Soil &
Water Conservation District was
founded in 1945 in an effort to
conserve and protect natural
resources.
The District is authorized under
State Law to coordinate state and
federal conservation programs at
the local level.
The District is directed by a seven
member Board and hires technical
and administrative staff to oversee
day-to-day operations.

A Conservation District focuses on natural resource
problems and solutions. The District provides
technical assistance and education on soil, water and
related natural resources. Municipalities, farmers

and landowners use this information in making
proper land use decisions. In addition, The District
assists other environmental organizations in the
expansion of public service.

