
This past winter, Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation     
District was able to use Environmental Protection Fund monies to      
provide spill kits to numerous municipalities throughout Dutchess 
County. Spill kits can be used to contain small spills and prevent    
contaminants from entering local waterways. The kits can be used on 
oil based spills at fueling stations, highway garages, or other municipal 
facilities. DCSWCD surveyed the needs of the municipalities to      
determine what size kits would be most helpful. Based on this survey, 
3 sizes of kits were selected. This included a 
55-gallon drum, a 30-gallon drum, and a  

duffle bag that is meant to be carried in mu-
nicipal vehicles. Each of the spill kits     

contains absorbent pads, socks, gloves, goggles 
and disposable bags. 

A total of eighty eight spill kits were          + 
distributed to seventeen municipalities and 
Dutchess County.  

DCSWCD PARTNERS WITH LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 
FOR  SPILL KIT INITIATIVE  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Mark Your Calendar for our upcoming events! 

May 11th– Fishkill AGWAY– 6:30 pm Discussion on Soil  & Pasture Health and         
      Farm Planning with  AEM Technician Lauren Drum 

June 16th– 9:30 am Grazing Workshop, Chaseholm Farm, Pine Plains, NY–  

Preregistration Required– Click HERE for more information 

August 21st– 26th Visit us at the Dutchess County Fair, in the Horticulture Building 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grazing-workshop-tickets-44412864072


 

 

 22ND ANNUAL AGRICULTURE BREAKFAST 
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Pictured: Top- Tractor Award Recipients Eoin   
Wrafter, Commissioner of Dutchess County Planning 
and Development;   Middle: Ken Migliorelli, Owner/
Operator of Migliorelli Farms. Bottom: Doug Giles, 
Owner/Operator of  Walbridge Farms, Millbrook 
NY.  

The 22nd annual Agriculture Day breakfast was celebrated March 20th, where Farmers, Agency 
Employees and County Representatives gathered to honor Dutchess County agriculture and the 
people who advocate and promote it. The morning started with a delicious breakfast, generously 
donated by local producers. Ron Hicks, Assistant County Executive, gave a creative and in depth 
presentation on the future of agriculture and the role Dutchess County producers play in the   
local economy.  Presenters Jen Fimbel, Dutchess County Ag Navigator and Brian Scoralick,      
Executive Director of Dutchess County Soil and Water then bestowed the Tractor Awards to three 
individuals who were identified as promotors of local agriculture and the conservation of      

farmland.   

This year’s awards were presented to two farmers and one 
Dutchess County official. Eoin  Wrafter, Commissioner of 
Dutchess County Planning and Development was recognized 
for his commitment to agriculture and the preservation of 
farmland. Eoin serves as a board 
member of the Dutchess County 
Agriculture and Farmland Protec-
tion Board,  Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Board and County    
Executive’s Agricultural Advisory 
Council.  

Ken Migliorelli, a third generation 
farmer from Red Hook, is committed to running his family vegetable 
and fruit farm, Migliorelli Farm, supplying local and NYC markets 
with fresh produce.  

The third recipient, Doug Giles, owns and operates  Walbridge Farms 
in Millbrook, NY, a large beef cattle operation. The farm hosts many community and educational 
events throughout the year as well as   promotes other local products in its onsite store.  Doug 
also serves on the Dutchess County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, the NY Angus 

Association as well as being a member of 
the Dutchess County Agricultural Society. 
Congratulations to all! 



 

 

 

PAGE 3                                                                        

DISTRICT IN THE COMMUNITY 
TOWN OF LAGRANGE REPAIR CAFE 

 

Dutchess County Soil and Water is proud to be a sponsor of the Town of Lagrange Re-

pair Café, hosted by the LaGrange Conservation Advisory Council on May 5th, 10am-

2pm.  Damaged items, such as furniture, lamps, clothing, and other household items 

can be repaired on site, free of charge! Help reduce waste entering our land fills! Visit 

RepairCafehv.com for more information! Pre-Registration is requested.  Event will 

take place at the LaGrange Town Hall, 120 Stringham Road, LaGrangeville.  

 

NYSCDEA  DIVISION VII MERIT AWARD WINNER FROM DUTCHESS 
COUNTY! 

ANNUAL BAREROOT TREE AND SHRUB SALE 
ANOTHER YEAR IN THE BOOKS! 

This March, the NYS Conservation District Employee Association held their annual  Water 
Quality Symposium, a convention at which Soil and Water employees and partner agencies 
gather for trainings and forums  on  conservation best practices. Each year, prestigious 
awards are given to outstanding employees who excel– employees are encouraged to nomi-
nate other employees who deserve recognition for going above and beyond. Congratulations 
to Erin Sommerville, Dutchess County’s MS4 Coordinator for winning our Division’s Merit 
Award! Erin started with the District as a summer intern and has been a vital asset to our 
team ever since! Erin’s current projects include storm water outfall mapping, NAACC cul-
vert assessments, coordination of the MS4 committee and promotion of green infrastructure 
in Dutchess County. See our article on Spill Kits to see the great impact Erin’s work has on 
water quality in our county! 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2018 Bareroot Tree and 
Shrub sale this Apri1. Together, we have planted over 85,000 square feet of 
wildflowers, provided sixty-two habitat houses,  and planted over 14,000 
trees, shrubs, and ground cover plants! Habitat houses are still available! 
Should you be interested in giving bats, American Kestrels and Screech 
Owls, wood ducks, or blue birds a home this spring, please contact us. 
Please look for next year’s sale, announced in next January’s newsletter!  



The Natural Resource Conservation Service branch of the USDA is responsible for technical and 
financial        assistance to help reduce soil erosion, increase wildlife habitat, maintain water sup-
ply and quality. In addition, NRCS helps reduce damages caused by natural disasters. NRCS 
works in close proximity with DCSWCD on many large projects throughout the county, helping 
to stabilize landscapes from erosion and prevent water               contamination. 

Since 2013, Oscar Velez-Juarbe has worked as a Resource Conservationist at the NRCS Millbrook 
Field Office. It was with personal interest that Oscar watched the path of Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria this fall; he was born and raised in Puerto Rico. After Hurricane Maria made landfall in 
Puerto Rico, it was several days before he heard that his family was safe. Oscar sent care packages 
of batteries, flashlights and solar panels to his struggling family. It was with swift determination 
that he answered the USDA’s call for assistance on the ground after the massive devastation of 
Puerto Rico’s agricultural lands. Oscar left for a three month detail just before the holidays in 
December. Oscar worked with other resource officers to assign NRCS funding through contracts 
with landowners whose farming operations were affected. Oscar’s efforts will continue to help 
Puerto Rico towards rehabilitation and stability of their agricultural economy.   
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Hudson Valley Regional Envirothon 2018 

The 2018 Regional Envirothon took place April 25th at the Taconic Retreat Center in Milan, NY.  
School districts from six local counties participated, sending 23 teams of environmentally minded 
high school students to compete. Students were tested on their knowledge of soils, forestry, aquat-
ics, wildlife, and the current issue of Rangeland Management. In addition, the students work to-
gether to develop a solution to a problem related to the current issue and present this to a panel of 
judges. Congratulations to Mount Academy, Ulster County for placing first overall and to Arling-
ton High School for placing first amongst Dutchess County teams.  All county winners will pro-
ceed to the New York State Envirothon with the chance to win scholarships towards their future 
educational endeavors and a trip to the North American Envirothon in Iowa. If you would like 
more information on how to participate, please reach out to Tonnie. Thank you to our local dis-
tricts, volunteers and donators who make this event possible! 

Partner Agency in the Spot Light 

USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation  Service - Oscar Velez-Juarbe 

 



Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation District is here to help! If you have questions or 
concerns about any of the following subjects, please reach out to us!  We will be happy to help.  

 

 

• Pond Health 

• Stream Stabilization 

• Tree Risk Assessments for Municipalities 

• Pesticides and Pollution Concerns 

• Soil Health 

• Erosion 

• Pasture Management 

• Farm Planning 

 

 

SEASONAL CONCERNS  

LANDOWNER FORUM– A RECAP  

Our land and its well being is ever present in our minds, but no time more so than during its 
transformation and awakening in the spring. The Dutchess County Soil and Water Conservation 
District was happy to co-host a Landowner’s Forum this April with Dutchess Land Conservancy, 
Brent Feldweg of Forest All Consulting, and Jennifer Fimbel, Dutchess County Agriculture      
Navigator with Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess. 

 Landowners of less than 50 acres were encouraged to attend our Saturday event,  to learn 
about maintaining and protecting resources on their land. Attendees listened to a panel discussion 
from the agency representatives and break out presentations covering topics on water resources, 
agricultural use and resources, maintaining healthy forests, and land conservation and easements. 
The landowners were encouraged to ask questions and gain information specific to their concerns.  

 If you are interested in attending a similar forum and have suggestions for alternative      
topics, please contact our office with your requests.  
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• Water Runoff  

• Manure Storage 

• Hydroseeding for Municipalities 

• Resource Mapping 

• Habitat Improvement 

• Fish Stocking Permits 

• Dry Hydrants 

• And Much more! 



Board Meeting Schedule 

The Dutchess County Soil and Water  

Conservation District holds monthly Board of Director’s 

Meetings on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. 

We encourage you to attend! 

Next Meetings: 

May 16,  2018 

June 20, 2018 

July 18, 2018 

Farm and Home Center 
2715 Route 44 

Suite 3 
Millbrook, NY 12545 

Phone: 845-677-8011x3 
Email: admin@dutchessswcd.org 

 

The Dutchess County Soil & Water 
Conservation District was founded in 
1945 in an effort to conserve and     
protect natural  resources.  

The District is authorized under State 
Law to  coordinate state and federal 
conservation programs at the local   
level. 

The District is directed by a seven 
member Board and hires technical and 
administrative staff to oversee day-to-
day operations. 

 

James Miccio; Chair  

Gregg Pulver Vice–Chair   

Dave Coon– Treasurer   

Tim Bontecou 

David Koehler  

 Michael Lawrence 

 

  

ABOUT THE DUTCHESS COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

CLICK  HERE TO VISIT US ON 

FACEBOOK!  

V I S IT  U S  ON  T HE  WEB  
W WW . DUT CHES SSW CD . O RG  

What We Do 

A Conservation District focuses on natural resource prob-

lems and solutions.  The District provides  technical assis-

tance and education on soil, water and related natural re-

sources. Municipalities, farmers and landowners use this 

information in making  proper land use decisions.  In addi-

tion, The District assists other environmental organizations 

in the  expansion of public service. 

Board of Directors  

https://www.facebook.com/dutchesscountyswcd/
http://www.dutchessswcd.org

