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Conserva on News  

2023 Conserva on in the Classroom 

The Dutchess County Soil & Water Conserva on District is excited to offer a grant project intended to expand environmental 

conserva on educa on and/or agricultural educa on in Dutchess County Schools.  This grant provides funding for programs 

aimed at increasing student awareness of environmental conserva on and/or agriculture in Dutchess County and enlighten 

students on the importance of conserving natural resources and how to repair damage and reverse harmful trends. Please call 

the office for more informa on.  

BUFFER PLANTING INITIATIVE 

The District has launched a program to help landowners implement buffers. Vegeta on such as trees and shrubs are planted adja-

cent to stream banks to increase water quality and help with stabilizing eroding banks. Fruit and nut plants, ground cover and 

wildflowers can be implemented to increase quality and diversity of animal habitats.  The program is designed to help both agri-

cultural and non-agricultural landowners.  In November 2022, the District implemented a buffer at the Stanford Wildlife Preserve. 

We were joined by 20 enthusias c volunteers who installed 205 plants!  The buffer spans 200 feet of the length of the Wappinger 

Creek and surrounds it by 35 feet! If interested in learning more about our buffer plan ng ini a ve, please contact Amy Titcomb, 

District Technician at our office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stanford Wildlife Preserve buffer plan ng 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iron Will Farm ‐ Amenia buffer plan ng   



BARE ROOT SEEDLING SALE 

The District will hold its Bare Root and Seedling sale on 

April 20 between 3pm‐5pm, April 21 between 1pm‐5pm, and  

April 22 between 8:30am‐12pm.   

Place your order by March 13, 2023. 

These trees, shrubs, ground cover and wildflowers are selected to work with conserva on prac ces on 

your property, such as crea ng small animal habitat, providing ground stabiliza on or wind breaks. Most 

plants are sold and packaged in bundles of ten, so be sure to take note of the number and size of the 

plants on the order form.  To submit the enclosed order form, please mail it to or drop it off at the District 

office located at 2715 Rt.44, Millbrook.  To place your order using our website, visit 

www.dutchessswcd.com.   

   
 
 
 
  Habitat Variety Packs! 
Na ve NY Wildlife Pac: White Pine, Flowering Dog-
wood, Black Cherry, Hazelnut, Serviceberry 
Bird & Bu erfly Pac: Bu onbush, Elderberry, Liatris Spi-
cata, Ninebark, Stella De Oro Daylily 
Edible Fruit Pac: Blackberry, Blueberry (Jersey), Blueber-
ry (Blue Ray), Raspberry, Strawberry 
Evergreen Pac: C. B. Spruce 2-1, Fraser Fir 3-1, W. 
Spruce 2-1, Balsam Fir 3-1, White Pine 3-0 
Pond Habitat Pac: Flowering Dogwood, Bu onbush, 
Sycamore, Willow, River Birch 
Hosta Variety Pac: Ventricosa, Hyacinthina, Albo Mar-
ginata, F. Aureo Marginata, Honeybells 

WE ALSO OFFER: 

 

– 4 TYPES OF EVERGREENS  

 

– 8 TYPES OF DECIDUOUS TREES  

 

– 7 TYPES OF DECIDUOUS SHRUBS  

 

– 4 TYPES OF NUTS AND BERRIES  

 

 – 4 TYPES OF GROUNDCOVER  
 



NEW SPECIES HIGHLIGHTS 

Arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum L.) is a na ve shrub grow-
ing 3-9 feet tall and spreading some mes up to 8 feet. The 
plant’s arching branches form an overall rounded crown. 
Leaves are shiny dark green with hairs in small star-like tu s 
on the undersides and pe oles. Foliage turns yellow to red 
or reddish-purple in late fall. Small white flowers are borne 
in 2 to 4-inch flat-topped clusters in May to early June. The ¼ 
inch berry-like drupes are bluish-black and a rac ve to wild-
life. Frui ng occurs from August - November. 
Contributed by: USDA NRCS Na onal Plant Data Center & 
the Biota of North America Program 

Common Bu onbush (Cephalanthus 
occidentalis L.) is a warm-season shrub 
or small tree that reaches 6 m in height 
at maturity. Leaves are glossy dark 
green and emerge in May. Flowers are 
white to reddish and form in dense 
clusters at the ends of the branches. 
The fruit are ball-like and contain 2-
seeded nutlets. Common bu onbush 
blooms in June through September and 
sets fruit in September and October. 
Contributed by: USDA NRCS Na onal 
Plant Data Center 
 

 



2022 DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS 

In 2022 the District… 

 

‐ hydroseeded approximately 

15,640 feet of roadside ditch and 

35,050 square feet of cri cal area 

seeding. 

‐ Provided NYS DEC 4‐Hour Erosion 

and Sediment Control Training to 

37 a endees.  

‐ Provided 62 Spill Kits to 11 differ‐

ent municipali es. 

‐ Sold 8,340 plants at last year’s 

seedling sale! 

 

SPILL KITS 

Following mul ple years of success with this program, the District con nues to offer Spill Kits through its 

partnership with Dutchess County municipali es, highways and facili es.  Spill Kits are designed to contain 

small oil-based spills and prevent contaminants from entering local waterways. Spill Kits can be used at the 

site of an automobile accident, fueling sta ons, highway garages or other municipal facili es. The Spill Kits 

are available in three different sizes, a 55-gallon drum, a 30-gallon drum and a duffle bag designed to be 

carried in vehicles. Each Spill Kit contains absorbent pads, socks, gloves, goggles and disposable bags.  In 

2022, a total of 62 Spill Kits were distributed to 11 different municipal facili es. If interested in learning 

more about Spill Kits or how to obtain one, please contact Erin Sommerville, MS4 Coordinator at our 

office.  



WHAT THE DISTRICT CAN DO FOR YOU 

AGRICULTURAL ASSESSMENT SOIL GROUP WORKSHEETS 

Landowners seeking an Agriculture Value Assessment for 2023 will need to submit an Agricultural Assess-

ment Applica on RP305, to their town assessor by March 1, 2023. As part of the applica on process the 

landowner must also request a Soil Group Worksheet from the District. Please submit a request form to the 

District office by February 3, 2023. A fee of $40.00 is due for each parcel.  Request Forms can be found in our 

office, or on our website www.dutchessswcd.org.  Checks should be made payable to Dutchess County Soil 

and Water Conserva on District, abbreviated as “DCSWCD.”  Please be aware that your town assessor has 

final say on everything assessment related.  

SOIL SAMPLES 

Last year, 124 samples of soil were taken from farming sites and sent to a lab for nutrient content tes ng. 

This informa on helped 13 farmers manage the health of their soil, resolving soil related problems, op -

mizing crop growth and making informed nutrient management decisions to adequately produce the high-

est quality crops and ensure soil conserva on. If you are interested in learning more about soil samples or 

how to obtain one, please contact Lauren Drum, AEM Program Technician at our office. 



CONSERVATION IN YOUR BACKYARD 
 

Help Pollinators 

Pollinators like honeybees, bu erflies, birds and bats pollinate crops like almonds, non-citrus fruits, ber-

ries, melons, and squash. More than 100 U.S. grown crops rely on pollinators. Pollinators play a key role 

in ensuring we have an abundant food supply and a vibrant ecosystem. One way you can contribute to 

pollinator health is by growing a pollinator garden at your home or in a community garden. Providing 

safe and healthy gardens can reduce stress, improve nutri on and supply robust habitats for pollinators. 

(h ps://www.invasive.org/101/index.cfm) (h ps://www.usda.gov/peoples‐garden/pollinators) 

Save the Bees - Plant a con nuous food 

supply. It is especially important to plant 

flowers that bloom in early spring and late 

summer, so bees have adequate food when 

emerging from and preparing for winter 

hiberna on. 

 

 



Save the Bats - Bats are one of the most misunderstood animals.  Many species are listed as endan-

gered. Bats reportedly eat up to 600 insects an hour per night, pollinate flowers, and spread seeds 

that grow new plants and trees. Bat houses are easy to install on your property. The narrow slats in 

the bat house give bats a safe dark place to crawl in and sleep during the day. 

CONSERVATION IN YOUR BACKYARD 

 

 



Board Mee ng Schedule  

The Dutchess County Soil and Wa-
ter Conserva on District hold 
monthly Board of Director 
Mee ngs on the third Wednesday 
of each month. Upcoming mee ng 
dates are: 
February 15 at 7pm 
March 15 at 7pm 
April 19 at 7pm 

 

Board of Directors: 
David Coon, Chair 

Sandy Washburn, Vice-Chairperson  
Tim Bontecou, Treasurer 

A. Gregg Pulver 
David Koehler 

Michael Lawrence 
Don Sagliano 

 

District Staff:  
Brian Scoralick, Execu ve Director 

Erin Sommerville, MS4 Coordinator 
Lauren Drum, AEM Program Technician 

Amy Titcomb, District Technician 
 Meghan Lane, Office Manager 

  

 

Dutchess County Soil and Water 

Conservaon District 

2715 Rte. 44, Suite 3 

Millbrook, NY 12545 

Visit us on the web! 

www.dutchessswcd.org 

h ps://facebook.com/dutchesscountyswcd 


